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The government of Ireland was given over to the New England lords justices Borlase and
Parsons. It seemed that Ormond’s opportunity for greatness had passed him by. He slipped
back into the ranks of royal office-holders in the New English administration, although
undoubtedly one with a special place in the king’s trust.

Ormond continued to profess his allegiance to his royal master, turning his unique position to
his advantage — being in the administration yet not quite of it. He worked to establish a
relationship with King Charles, based upon secret negotiations for the restoration of the Irish
army. For example, on 6 September 1641 Ormond expressed his fidelity,thanking Charles for
“that high and undeserved honour descending from your majesty upon me . . . ever since |
could desire to offer at your feet something worthy of the name of service.

Although serving to reinforce the crown-Ormond bond, the correspondence came to nothing,
and was in any case overshadowed by a greater conspiracy. Faced by insurrection, Charles
turned to his most loyal servant in Ireland, appointing Ormond commander-in-chief to reduce
the rebels. Ormond was symbolic as an independent.

New FEnglish faith in his demeanour may be found in the depositions which followed the
rebellion and Cromwellian wars. Despite the actions of his brother Richard in leading the
assault and subsequent massacre of protestants in Clonmel, Earl James retained his epithet
“most honoured earl of Ormond.” He remained the king’s man through and through declaring
his devotion to Charles in a letter of 1 December 1641 , “all that [ am or can, is devoted to
you”21

The centuries-old crown-Ormond alliance had been restored. Earl James had breathed new
life into the tradition he represented, creating conditions for the continuing participation in
government and restoring the house of Ormond to pre-eminence in Ireland.
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